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Red sanders is a big revenue earner for Andhra
Pradesh. The state earned over Rs 1,000 crore from
auctioning the wood last year.

Big Change:
The end of Five-Year Plans: All you need to know

Environment ministry keeps Red Sanders out of Wildlife
Protection Act

NEW DELHI: Months after a controversial police encounter involving killing of 20 alleged
sandalwood smugglers in Andhra Pradesh, the environment ministry has agreed with the
state government’s proposal to keep Red Sanders (red sandalwood) out of the Schedule
VI of Wild Life Protection Act, 1972, arguing that this would discourage the cultivation of
the rare plant species.

The Supreme Court had earlier asked the ministry to examine possibility of placing the
much smuggled plant in Schedule VI, which regulates and restricts cultivation, possession
and sale of a rare plant species.

At a meeting held on November 4, the standing committee of the National Board of Wild
Life chaired by environment minister Prakash Javadekar agreed that red sanders
(pterocarpus santalinus) should not be placed under Schedule VI, “as the placement
would disincentivise cultivation of red sanders by the people because for Schedule VI
species, a license would be required to cultivate”.

Placement in Schedule VI provides for regulation in cultivation of a specified plant and
restricts its possession, sale and transportation. Both cultivation and trade of specified plants can only be carried out with prior
permission of competent authority.

The Andhra government has been writing to the Centre, requesting that red sanders should not be placed under Schedule VI as the tree
species — though highly prized and therefore also highly smuggled — is currently spread across about 10,000 hectares.

The state has been arguing that there are quite a few farmers growing the red sanders trees for their livelihood and inclusion in
Schedule-VI would discourage the farmers thereby reducing the cultivation of more trees.

Red Sanders has a highly restrictive distribution in the south eastern portion of the peninsula to which it is endemic and the Palakonda
and Seshachalam hill ranges of Cuddapah-Chittoor districts of Andhra Pradesh are its principal geographical range.

Red sanders is a big revenue earner for Andhra Pradesh. The state earned over Rs 1,000 crore from auctioning the wood last year.

In a controversial encounter, nearly 20 alleged sandalwood smugglers were killed by Andhra Pradesh police this April. The NBWL
Committee also gave the go ahead to a number of strategic, defence and infrastructure projects, including upgradation of parts of the
trans-Arunachal highway of Papu-Yupia-Hoj-Potin Road, which is part of the PM’s package.

Only core for Bustard sanctuary

The standing committee of the National Board of Wild Life has to agreed to “rationalise the boundaries of the Great Indian Bustard
Sanctuary” — Madhalok Bird Sanctuary in Maharashtra — to the core habitat of the bird in forest areas and government lands 366.26
sqkm of pristine grassland belonging to the government.
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